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The Conduct and Doings :

SETTLEMENT OF NORWICH. son of Oen. Jabez Huntington,' lived In
thin haim. flom lTfifl-l-

Reason why though In the first Deed
it is sayde nine miles square and yett
it is layde seven mile.! from the bead
of Trading Coave: and two miles on

by the settlers, gam was plen-
ty, deer, wild fowl, squirrels, foxes,
and rabbits abounded, and the rivers
and breoks were full of trout, lobsters,
ysterat bass and shad. V

r ,i
"
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- In regard te the dre. Miss Perklfis
says: "Ameng the rarly settWs, lon
cloaks, hats with broad brims and
steeple trewns and square-tor- d shoes
with enormaus buckles were worn by
both sexes. The men often wore
boots with short, broad tops. Tbe

the Lefflng.well Inh (No. r7). Across
the street, the house occupied by D.

Is supposed to contain tim-

bers of the house built on this spot by
Lieutenant Thomas Leffingwell (No. 6),
one of the leading men in the .new set-
tlement. This is the same Thomas
Lellingwell wh, in a canoe loaded with
bref and other supplies, came to the
relief cf Ucas, besieged by the Nar-- r
.ijiansetts at his fort nearly opposite

Poquetanuck. ,

, Turning to the right at Harland's
t orncr, and following Wathlnoton
"stroet. we pa?s the Olmstead or La- -

.
' .. .

' . - -

garrison honse, a watch tewer, a fort.-
HeTe too was the tenter of the- - towm
government, and here the clrlrens

in town meeting. The affair
of the town and aociety, both cfvli and
ecclesiastical, were recorded together
until the year 1720. and the town clarK
wRS l.c? the clerk if the church. Th
earllcst records are In the bnndwrrtlng- -

of John Uln hard, who probably acted,
as town clerk before the removal from
Baybrook. '

In 1878 Christopher Huntinpton waa
ebosen town clerk, nnd the office r
maliied In this family for one hundr. d
and acvcni'H'n yenra. The town clerk's
nfflce tod on the corner of Washing-
ton and East Town Hlret-le- , tirrw Known ,

as Pr.ks corner.. In front of i"lr!st-ph- er

Huntington's house. Ml'siaul-kin- a

rays: "In the nnt books. iJatra
are i onfiundH end anbjecta ixiter- -f

mixed with a etranre decree of ntgli- -
gence. Some of tho records seem to

IVted before November 1, 1661 under
I malty of forfeiting 20. Elderkins
mill stood for many years below the
I alls, to which situation it had been
removed from Its first 5ite at No Man's
Acre. Forty. upon the cove were
6'ven to the mill, Iveto It with the
landing1 Place, for. the use of thef wn." and to be improved by John
LYiorkln, the miller. This grant in-
cluded the greater part ot what is now
upper Washington and) Sachem streets
and was given with the reservation
t!at the Indians should have fres ac-
cess to their burying ground, which
lay within the bounds of the grant.

The first houses of the community
w ere doubtless log houies, the tlmbsr
for which was hewn by hand, anit the
nails were also hand mnde- - Usuallyv unly one story, or at most of a. storyrnd a half, they contained two roomsr the ground floor, a kitchen and a
'best room," (which was cften med
ss a sleeping room), and rude sleeping
p.fices in the space above. '

In one of thes early houses, in
Aijgust. 166U. was born EJizabtIi Hyde,
;ai'ahter' ot Samuel atd Jane lxe

lover, returning home late one evening
from a visit to the lady of his heart,
was both snapped at by a wolf and
hissed at by a rattlesnake," just as he
passed through one of the turnstiles.

From what is now known as Peck's
corner the road foliewed the present
East Town and West Town streets, up
to the place where the road crosses the
Yantic river. At this point there was
another gate, at the end of the town
street. Where the side streets and
lanes branched off from the main roaris
into the country fates were buiit also,
and it was an important duty of the.
townsmen to see that these gates Were
kept up. ,

' '"' rr r "
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Anethar necessary task was the
keepinsf tip of tlis tcTfi-n- . fences; The
home-iot- a .were" all enclosed; the lawful
front fence being "afive rayio or tqulv-ale- nt

to it, and th general fer.ee a
three rayle." - Outride of these ferirps
the cattle wtfe tuiowe i to rcajn at v. ii!,
tnrcther with the sheen. f .rts and
sivine. Every msn's cattle were liisti
tingnished by a private ar mark, thai
he nnisht- - be able to claim his own uut '

of the general hcftl '
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thrcp hiuse (N'd. 43), now occupied by.
,lhe Gilmnn family, or ttils house MisS
Perkins, in. her book on the Old Houses
of Korwichi says: "One nart of t't?
home is evidently VJty old. th? cell-iris- 's

low, and thA hfiams showing in
ulsces the rrsrk rt the ajp. The work-i'Tfinth- ip

of this part dncs not"r,esemHe
't!-a- f of the hhii.-- f s buiit In the middle
cf the eighteenth century, and we be-
lieve that thoujrh Dr. Daniel ' Lathrop

J may have thnroughiy repaired, armed
J to, 'and f hiedeied the. house, a portion
j of it, a: lr3t. may possi'oly date from
I th time of tho stitilenient."
I In this lib us", in the falvtily of Dr.
j Lathrop. iit?. Lypia Huntley B:jiurney

was ViOi-n- . Beyond this point, still on

I t 1 MO m . tit
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In the hdme-lo- ts asripned to thm
slonjr these main roads and ih" riplrli-bofin- g

lanes; the settlers Laill their
" - '

. , . f

Kyde, the firfrt born child of Nqrwich.1
l ifistoplier Huritinaton, son of Chris
lopher and Ruth Huntangton, born in

(
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have been mflrie promiscuously. wUlvi
tlie book u. Hue down, r
it happened, and furwxrd or 4
wherever1 there wnS a bltn! pj.irc. Tlie .

earliest notlrcp p'tlc to the gr..nt.ng
ef appointing fcnee-newrr- e,

rreriiug public, pound. .gnte una ,
'

fem-rs- . statin? highway?, felling tree.
and regulating the runnlnc at large ot j

swine, rams and oth'r domestic- - anl- - j

mals. These were the first aubject J
of legislation, and tile first oinnura
were a constable and two townsmen.
one for each end of the town. Tb
townsmen were afterwards called-- J

aoublft was also used by both rnetv
and women, the former Wearing It)ever a sleeved waistcoat," the skeves
often slnshed and embroiilered. Slimy
Starched tuftSi falling bunds nnd deep
linen ollars, glares with heavily

an fringed gauntlets, and
large breerhes tied with ribbons above
the knee, later earning helew the knee
and fastened with burkle, completed
the prevailing castume for men. . . .
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Lai;r..frjj wore knit ce-i- s ' t"-r- - o --

t'"t"d with a tasjel, and leather
clothing, though the lutu. wuj

y t:ie better ecrt.
' Under the pointed stomacher and

gown with elbow sleeves, the women
wore petticoats cf woolen, but some-
times of silk or brocade, and fine,
stiffly starched aprons. The matrons
Were caps, and alik and Velvet hoods
were much in voiie, as well as the
riding hood a short cape with hood
attached.

Although Norwich waa within tho
Jurisdiction of Connecticut, the Gen-

eral Court does not seem to have ex-

ercised It sovereignty to any great
extent, and the townspeople were left
to govern tkemaelves like an Independ-
ent republic, all of tho public busi-
ness having been managed by the
whole body politic. But Mr. Fitch and
Major Mason, although In no sense
rulers, were most certainly leaders ot
the people.-

Tho Rev. James Fitch, the pastor
Of the church, waa a man greatly
beloved by hla people, and it was a
ubject- - of much discussion whether

he should come to the new eettlement,
Or should stay with the remnant of his
people in Saybrook. After long delib-
eration he decided that his duty waa
to come with the majority to Nor-
wich. Shortly after his arrival he was
Invited to take charge of the church
In Hartford, but hia onlv reply was
this: "With whom, then, shall I
leave these few poor Bheep In the
wilderness'?" The home-lo- t of Mr.
Pitch was on the southeast side of the
green, near the spot where, the Bret
meeting house waa erected.

Captain, or Major, John Mason was
deputy governor and acting governor
of the colony, and Its leading mili-
tary officer. His house was the first
to be built-i- n the town.' and stood en
the southwest side of the green, sep-
arated from that ef Mr. Fitch by the
toad running from the green to tho
Hver, and both houses facing the
green. He was a born pioneer and
is described as one who pOBSeered
"all the elementa of gteotnees. His
purposes were high and noble; his
will was strong and determined; he
waa possessed of remarkable firmnrcs
and promptness, a courage which was
absolutely fearieaa, united with a pru-
dence and moderation the most con-
siderate and reflecting. There waa a
sternness and almost terrible rigor In
his character, and yet he was as mod-e- st

and simple as a child. Never do
you hear from him one word of boast-
ing or vanity."

The second church building, known
as the Fort Sleeting house, was built
Upon the summit of the rocks, instead
of on the green at their foot. At this
time, between 1673 and 1S75. Indian at-
tack were continually leoked for. It
waa Just before Klnit Philip's war, and
the men, in their fear of Indian In-

vasion, carried their- muskets with
them to the meeting house, stacking
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The -- houss In the lane," the leaat I

changed ef tne oia Hunungten neuses,
may have b'en built as early as 1T1

by Joshua Huntington. 'It Is aaia that
at the time this house was built, a still
older house was tnoved trem its place
hear by. and made a part of the new
house. This older house may have been
the Bradferd homestead. This is one
ef the houses in which .Lafayette, la
said td have ebefn entertained.

On the t tn-n- ef Elm avenue stahas
the Joseph Carew heuse (No. J3), a

of which was brpbably built byfr.rt Huntington. Jr. This Simon
Huntington, like his father; served the
town in many civil offices. In 1706
he was granted liberty to keep a
"house of public entertainment." an
this house was made a magailne fot
the defensive arms 6f the town, and
a report made In 1720, says that It
contained "A half barrel of powder,- t
pounds o bullets, and 460 flints."

Around the green, 'and an the read
towards Bean Hill there are also other
houses which mny contain portions
which date back ts this period in our
hjMory.'

Miss Pofklnd describes the largef
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houses built at this time as of "two
stories, generally square, with a huge
central chimney, and . a long roof,
which, extending at the back of the
house almost to th ground, formed
a one-stor- y protection called the lean-t- o

in the rear. On the first floor were
generally four rooms the 'Great
Room' or 'Company Room' or 'Keeping
Room' (aa it was sometimes called),
a large chamber, a kitchen, and a
pantry or milk room. On the second
floor were chambers, and very bften
a porch chamber, which, according to
the early deeds, seems to. have been
quite a feature of the first Norwich
houses. Heavy beams crossed the
ciiins overhead, mil along the sides
of the wall, and down the corners, and
these in the eldest buildings are roujli
hewn, often showing Ihe mark of the
axe. The t ami 'window shutttra
were fastened with huge tars of wood.
a feature still to be Been in so.nel
houses of ancient dale.

"The kitchen w is tho principal
room, rVid made a cheerful gatlicrirs
place for the family circle, with its
rows of burnished pewter dishes on
the dresser, tho Ion seats and hish
settle in the eliiliipey corner, the t;ep
cavernous fireplace, with its im; cu-

ing array of cranes, kpttlos, jinks,
sl its, polhuoks or ftat im'elB, and the
fire-dos- s, on uhich tne burning logs
piled up asaiiist 'the huge back-lo- g

blazed up intij the chimney. Into
one fide of the chimney was built the
oven, aid over the l.re;laee was a
high slielf, and there were recesses
for hooks, and cfosets In. most unex-
pected pUicts. Hanging from the cell-

ing were tha family stores of flitches
of bacon, venison, skins of wild ani-
mals, und strings of dtied applet, ei rs
of corn and pumpkins. The floors were
sanded, and before the introduction of
glass the small windows were of oiled
paper. After glass came Into use, the
panes were' tit first diamond shaped
with lead casiui.3.

"Hih chest of draw era, huge carv-
ed cheats, stiff chairs,
and stools, and high-po- st bedsteads
with hangings, formed the furniture of
the other rooms. . . . The open
wood-fir- e was for a long time the only
mode of heating. There was no way
of warming tiie churches, to that the
women carried little foot stoves, and
the men sat with their 'feet incased
In large leather overshoes called
'fcOXCF.' '

As a nils. tlt only time-piec- were
the ever-pfese- nt hoon-mar- k In the
window, and the dial in the garden,neither of them useful except in sun-
ny weather.

There is no record of any suffering
from tbe absence of the real comforts
of life'. Harvests seem te have been
abundant, and food ot all kiads to be
had in great variety. " Th Indian
samp, or pounded maize, haaty-pud-din- g'

and succotash were much used.
As for Indian puttings, the Norwioh
puddings were faraeua, both for size
and goodness. Th universal Saturday
night treat was baked beans, aad
there can be no doubt that tbe name
of Bean Hill came from thia habit of
Saturday night baked beans. Pota-
toes were unknown, but turnips and
pumpaina wore aaunaant. In adi- -

Th Pioneers from Saybrook in 165

, How the Village Sites were Fixed
Soma of the Earliest Land Grants on
the Shetucket River.

Preitdint G!fman in his historical ad-
dress fifty years ego gave us a word
picture of the arrival of the proprie-
tors when they came up the Thames
and lauded at the foot of the gravel
hills at the head of Yantic cove, stop-- .
ped In their further progress up the
river by the untamed cataract which
has been such a source iof Inspiration
and profit to the later residents of
Norwich.

He pictures a few of tne men aa
passing- - the winter here, and then, In
the spring- of JSSO, the rest of the com- -.

pany coming "In shallops, stopping
' over night at New London that some
of the party might visit the site of
the Pequot fort, and enjoy the beau-lif- ul

prospect from its summit." Sall-
ying up the river the next day, they

rWPS2u.

HINGES, KNOCKER AND NAILS OF
FORT MEETING HOUSE BUILT.

ON ROCKS. 4

passed the chair of tineas, where a
'party of the Indian?, with Uncas him- -
iself at their head, joined them tn their
4l)irch canoes, and accompanied them
to their landine near the falls. On

'their way from the lending' place to
the settlement they passed .near the

'Indian burying around, which Uncas
charged them to hold sacred forever.

Just what reasons this little band of
pioneers had for leaving- - their le

homes in Saybreok ,ve ean-.n- et

tell. There is a tradition that
rthey were discouraged by the rav--- a

ges of the Saybrook Crows and
.liUckbirds, who would sometimes de
'aeend upon the newly sprouted maize,
end leave hardly one spear remaining.

:

(Perhaps they were influenced by Capt.
John Mason who, from his familiarity

(with the Indian country and his Jong
(acquaintance with Uncas, may have
Hreaiizad the natural advantages and
opportunities which these Mohegatt

nlands offered for a settlement.

Whatever tha considerations may
tiav been which finally brought them
to a decision, we know that in 1SB9

application was made to the General
'Court lor permission to begin the
'

work, und we find this record in the
trii.utes of the Assembly:

"Hartford, May 2Q. This Court have-ln- g
considered the petition presented

!y Inhabitants of Seabrook, doe de-
clare t they approve and consent to
what is desired by ye petitioners,

dhegln, provided jt within
ye space 'of three yeares they doe
effect a plantation In ye place pro-
pounded." ' ,

A list of the signers of this petition' would be Invaluable, but no copy of
It remains. , -

tn 1665 tha eirlier deed was ratified
and confirmed by the two sachems and
others of the chief men of Mohegan,
and the boundaries established as fol-
lows:

"Whereas the planation of Norwich
in Juuo Anno 1658 purchased of Vhcas,
sachem of Mohegan, and Oweneca and
Attawanhood, semes vnto, nine miles
square in the Mohegan Country for
which due satisfaction was made &c.:
and now for the more Clear and plains
Expressing the Bounds tc Boundaries
ee as that.no Disagreement may be
after the Deceasce of such English
and Indians as knew the Boundaries
and In that the Town of Norwich Math
of there free will given and passed
oyer to the Mohegans A parcel! of
Land on the South bide of TradingCoave brook which theire former Lyne
by the originate Deed took in: Be it
now & hereafter Known vnto all
whome it Doth may or Ever shall con-
cern that I, Oweneca, Sachem of Mo-

hegan, son and heir vnto Vncas De- -,

ceasced, and that I Joslalr. sone and
Helre vnto Owenca, that we Doe by
these presents' ffully & Freelv consent
to Rattefie ft Confirm the Boundaries
and Etftinds of the planatien of Nor-
wich as is here Expressed Beginningat the mouth of Tradeing Coave breok
the Lyne to Runn as the brooke runs

'- 1 .
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that Is the sd Brooke to be the
feounda between tlie Koheagens & the
Townc of Norwich excepting some
small pieces of meadow that Lyeth on
the south aide of the sayde brooke;
and excepting ftifteeni Acres of land
belonging- to the heires of Capt. John
Mason Deceasced. Otherwise the sd
krooke Is tobe the Bounds that Is no (Tar
Till the Line comes to the head of the
Brooks to a white Oak marked N and
a stone heap. The Lyne Rnnns west
northwesterly to a Create pond to A
black Oake marked N which stands
neare the jfbnd fieare the Mouth- -

o( the
G rente brooke that runs out of tha
pond In to Norwich River which Lyna
1h abouL 3 even miles, and .then the
Line Rutins from the Corner 'free nor
northeasts nine miles to A black oak
by the River side on the south side
of the River A little above Marnla-quag- e

And then the Lyne Runs Easte
south Easterly nine miles to a white
oak rear Robertt Allyn's and near
Thomas Roses Dwelling house, which
Tree Is marked N & from thence the
Lyne Eunfis westerly to Mohegan Riv-
er It being abeut Two mile t A white
eake bv the River aids the Lyna Cross- -

, lg the 8outhern parte of mr Brews-ter- s
Land and frem the ea River to

the Corner Tree by Goodman Rose
ft Uni aV Nerwich Jayne. xa

the East side of the river not measur-- "
mg or Accounting the uoave ana tne
breadth of ye River which Reason was
and is because the Benefit & Liberty
of the waters and River for fishing
and otherwise as occasion is was and
Is to ourselves Reserved and unto owr
Heires and vnto owr Heires not hen-derl-

the Inhabitants of Norwich
their bejres and successors. Know 'all
that wee Oweneca and Josiah sachems
of Mohegan and as that wee and some
of the Chief men have been out with
the English have' seen and Renewed
the severale Boundaries an Corner
Trees which Corner Trees and Boun-
daries are above expressed. That the
Inhabitants of the plantation of Nor-
wich in the Collony of Connecticut for
New England May and shall for Ever
peaceably & vndiaturblly Injoj- - hold
and Improve ell and every part of the
Land within Those several Cerner
Trees and Bounds as is above Ex-

pressed. And that shall be ood and
ffirm to all jntenta ' & perposes to
them the Inhabitants ot Norwich theire
heires successors Asignes Administra-
tors Executors with all the privelledg-c- s

and Appertenencies as is expressed
find Jmylyetl In the Original! Deed.
And in Testimony and Confirmation of
what is above written and that it la
our Act & Deed as witness our hands
and seals this the fifth of October
Anno ISSj.

- OWENECA X his mark (seal)
JOSIAH (seal)Wttnes

JOHN ARNOLD
STEPHEN GIFFARD

October : th : Anno : 16S5
Oweneca & sachem of Mohegan
and Jusiah his son appeared before
me and Acknowledged eienrd and

sealed this their Act and Deed.
JAMES FITCH, Assistant.

The Above written is A True Coppie
of the originula being examined and
cnmTip.red therewith the 30th of No-
vember
lti85. me JOHN ALLTN.

ypcretary.The township was surveyed, a hioh- -

vey laid out. an.-- J house lots assignedIn the fail of lt59. but it Is probabletlat the settlers did not bring-
- their

'mnilies and household goods until the
following spring: So far as we know,
enly one house was standing in the
firtina-- of 160, a rude shelter built for
the men who are supposed to have

the winter here, engaged prob-fel'- ly

in cutting timber to be used fnr
Ltii'dinj houses. A document of the

court, under date of June 9,
1P60, has the following mention of the
r.tw settlement:

'"Not many weeks now past, we are
by sufflcieut information certified, that
r.ne niifht at ye New Plantation at
Jionheage, some Indtons, as will ap
pea re, of the Narragansetts shot 11
I'ullets into a house of our Englisht! ere, in hupes, as they boasted, to
have slain him whome we have cause
to honor, wTiose safety we cannot but
t.ikt- ourselves bound to promote, our
L entity Govr Major Mason."

There is another account which
speaks rf 8 bullets being f.r-e- Into an
Enr-lis- house, "wherein S Englishmen
w ere asleep." ,

But in the spring of 1660, either in
reparate parties or altogether, the set-
tlers reached their new home. A list
of - first proprietors, thirty-fiv- e
in Hum bar, reads thus:

The Thirty-fiv- e Original Proprietors.
Thomas Adgate,
Robert Allyu,
Will'-itn. liacltUs, Sen'r..-fjfeat-

.

William Backus, Jun'r.,
John Baldwin. '.

Thomas Binghanl,
John Bircliard,
Thomas Bliss,
Morgan Eowers, '

John Bradford,
IIti3h C.iiklne.

' John Calkins,
Richard Edgerton,
Rev. James Fitch,
John Gager,
Lieut. Francis Grlswold.
Thomas Howard',
Christopher Huntington,
Simon Huntington,
t'amuel Hyde,
William Hyde,
Lieut-- Thomas Lefflngwell,
Major John Mason,
Jehn Olmstead,
v'ohn Pease,
John Past,
Thomas Post,
Josiah Read,
John Reynolds,

ionathan Royce.
Nehemiah Smith,
John Tracy,
Lieut. Thomas Tracy,
Robert Wade,
Thomas Waterman.

The families consisting cf four or
more members were those of Maj. John
Mason; Rev Jarnes Fitch, Thomas
I. effing-well- ; Thomas Adg-ate-

. Simon
Huntington, Thomas Tracv, John Rey-
nolds, Thomas Bliss, John Post, John1

MILL, 1661.

Cger, Jfehemiah Smith, Richard Ed-g- .-

rton. Robert Allyn. John Baldwin,
jnd Francis Griswcrld.

No inconsiderahle task awaited the
s.cftlei-- in clearing-- the ground, lay-'n- ?

out and collecting ma-
tt rials for building. The central pointof the settlement was located nar
the "moetlnsr house rocks," and at the
foot of "these rocks ground was set
alde for the public use. Here was the
tiwn green, here stood the first meet-i- n

house, at tho southeast corner of
'he green." TJhere Is no record of Its
crec.ion, but it was probably built of
.oys, and built, as were the bridgesSlid roads, by all the men working to
gather. Probably it had neither steeple,
p'l.-c-

h, nor galilery. Possibly a horse-tloc- H

stood near the door, and, per-
haps a sun-dia- l. It la probable also
fiat long benches were used instead
ct pews, the men sitting on one side
of the church, the women en the ether.
In the nbence of a choir, the deacon
"Hied out" th hymns, and the

sang-a- s best they might.
On of the first neeeaaiti was a

mill for the grinding of corn or maise,
rtd the first town act of which wo
have record refers to a contract be-
tween the town and John EWerldn for

iyiajp of the Original
F FRANKLIN L LISBON G GRI SWOLD

9-iVl- ile Square PJct
B BOZRAH N NORWIC H P PRESTON.

overseers, aad eeleet-me- n, and varied 1
in number, though seldom more than
four were chosen. It waa their busi-
ness (according to a town voti In
883), "to order the- -

prudential of the
town, and" see to It that the wholesome
town' orde'-- a be attended to.' They
were empowered to Call public meet-
ings, to take cornizanee of ail offensea
against law, order, and morality; to
settle differences, and try cases of
small value."

Some, of the early records read aa
follows: '

In U12 "It Is voted yt there hall fc

a bonk proeumd at town charge for -- -
rr.urdli.ir of lands, and illso a
cumns and yt there ahall bo allow IV

to any of the Inhabitants nf this toviie .

to make a new survey of their ian-i- r

provided they take their nelbora with
ym whcie Und lyeth adjoining to
them." '

Je. 81. 116. "Ordered fcv the town
com-ernln- the ouUunris thift there
ahull he only one allotment f'r the
said lanils and every man Khhl! Ink"?
his allotment In tlie place win re. find'
by his Providence shall cast It, Mrv
Fitch enly exi epted."

Nor. IS. 1;. "The frry place over
the Ehnwturket shall be at the upper
end of the Island HCttllift the land of
Ievt. Intncwell. The adjoining lands 4

granted to Hugh Amos for keeping the
ferry are to extend as far as hla 'i'neighbor Rock well's land. None to set
up a ferry between this place and the
miiMth of the rtver." j

"When' Prmidenee shall so order, j

that there are plenty of acurns. al- - j

nuts or the like In the woods, then Jt
may be considered and determined
what liberty to grant in this r'spertthat the swine may have the benefit
and profit of it."

"In the time of acorns we Judge It
tnav be profitable to suffer swine two
months or thereabouts to go In tlie)
woods without rings."

Th court, both of ereeter and ef
lesser significance, were held In the
house of Richard HushneU, which tool
on the side or the hill opposite the
Lowthnrpe Meadows.

The first. death after th settlement
of the town waa that of the wife of
Thomas Port, in March, 1661. PJhe was
hurled on the home-lo- t of her hue-hnn- d,

situated on the road to Bean
Hill. This piece of land, with a por-
tion of the adjoining lot of John

DRUQ 8TORI, .

Benedict Arnold Lear-re- d th Bueineee,

Oager. wa afterwards , purchased by
the town Cur a burving ground, known
as the "Post and Gager Burial
Ground." A few rude headstone,
hearing Initials, an possibly a date,were formerly to be seen here, but
even the suggestion ef . the grassy
mounda haa long Btnre panned away.
Th "Mociety. Burial Ground," th en-
trance tn which is marked by gates
erected by the paughtera of the Reve.
lutlon, was not "set apart" until about
the beginning of the eighteenth can-- 4

tury, so that probably all the inter-
ments during tbe first forty years of
the settlement war made in this an-
cient cemetery. Among those who lie
hero, besides th Pent and. Guger fam-
ilies, are doubtless WJlllam Baokus, to
eldr, Nehemiah Smith, John Elderkin.
Thomas Biles, John Olmstead, th first
Christopher Huntington and MajorJohn Maaon, with hi ortte and on.
Tho Meson monument,' tn memory f
Major Mason and Ms !McWt 'th
town, waa erected fn 1H7J.' ''- -

During the first tlkty yem of the
Nrtory of Norwich- there Vera roanr
(rrerrta of land t !h propriatwwm ar.a
eeriy settler la wulous TrHnnit of
th nine miles qttari and evo ot-I'- d

of that tne. Bome'ef tho
t ttlet themae roovwf' awav

to fartna 'ta tha rTnrte'reiw ry,
leaving their old , homesteads to on
Ot their sons, and vartoua sen f the

aef.rly settler war given portlona

; "" ! H : :'t.'.' ..;!

. t.'i ""

t L.

the left hand side of the streetis the
house of Mrs. Jabez Lathrop, tfuilt by
Christopher Huntington, 2d., who was
the first male child born in Norwich.

Still following the road as it turns
into East Town street by the house of
Mr. Yerrington, we find the Lathrop
or Huntingten house, on the north aide
of the street. Just above the brook. (No.
74). Portions of this house may have
been built Ly Samuel LothrOp, who
came to Norwich in 1668, where he
served as townsman and constable, and

as a carpenter was engaged in ' repair-
ing and heightening" the first old

meeting house during the year of his
arrival. In 1673, together with John
Elderkin, he Built the new meeting
hous. The property was sold at a
later date to Joshua Huntington, who
in 1740 may have remodeled the house.
Colonel Joshua Huntington was a no-
table merchant, and was-mos- t active
In starting the new settlement at the
landing, for which servjee he received
a. "grant of land., 28 feet square, on the
wast side of Rocky Point." The two
elm trees in front of the house are
said to have been planted b his son
Zacharlah, who died In 1761. Judge

houses. Some of the settlers may have
obtained their lumber from Air. Wln-throp- 's

sawmill at New London, but
most of the timber and plank cf which
the first houses were built was hewed
and shaped entirely by hand, no saw-
mill being erected in Norwich before
the year 1700. "Many of the houses,''
Miss Caulkins says, "were covered with
short clapbeards, overlapped like shin-
gles, and these were split and cut with-
out the aid of the sawmill. The beams
and rafters of old buildings still ex- -

'
i ,

T t. , '' I. I'l.iin i
- '

tant are scarred with hatchet - clef ts.
Tne axe was a mignty instrument
when Wielded by these hardy pioneers."

Probably none of these first-bui- lt

houses stillexist in the same shape in
which they were originally built; but
there' are a number of houses in which
a part at least of the original building
yef remains. Four of these houses are
on Washing-to- street, between the
Hospital --corner and Harland's cftrner.
First, on the left as one goes up the
street, is the Reynolds house (No. 1),
proudly bearing on Ita front the date
"1659;" next abeve comes the Bliss
house (No. 3), and en the same side of
thetreet, just opposite Harland's cor-
ner, stands the hase once among aa

Kovember, 1660, waa the first male
cl lid born in the plantation.

j Later Settlors.
, Attracted by the success of the little
colony, other settlers came to cast in
tm ir fortunes with them. Those hav-- r

jt original home-lot- s and all the
pnvi!et;es of first proprietors .were:

Stephen Backus,
Richard Eushnell,
Thomas Carew,
Isaac Cleveland,
John Elderkin,
John Fillmore,
Stephen Gifford,
Richard Iltndy,
John Hough.
Samuel Lothrop or Lathrop,
Increase Moseley,
James Norman,
Samuel PiU'Uer,
Samuel Roberts,
Theophilus Rogers,
Thomas Sluman,
Richard Wallis.
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Landing Place at Elderkin'a Mill
The Houses "'First Built EarlyCos-ttme- o

Nervvich a Government Un-

to Itself Early Churches Where
the Courts Were Hild and the Orig-
inal Proprietors Buried Offshoots of
Cld Norwich

F;or a long time the landing- place
was at Elderkin's mill, bolow the Falls,
frcr.i whiili place Mi!! lane, the road
lo the s. Ulemcnt, followed the old in- - j

CAzn trail acruss the sheep wi!k. fol- - I

lowing- the general course of the pres-
ent Yantic a:;d La.ay.ettt' Ftreets, com-
ing into the present Washington street
nea? the entrance to tha Uaukus hos-

pital. At tli i a point, clcso by the house
of Jci n Ktynoids. was a gateway leadi-
ng- to the thee,) walk, fur the land

the Reynolds property was held
In common by tbe people, and used as
a past:.!: are for sheep and cattle. East
Tcita ttitot then lei t Washington
Ltrtet fcci'cre reaching the spot where
fl:t tiHiiit Hariand house stands, and
ran over SJiUry 'Hill, joining the main
Iii?,hwfy i:t irar.t of Ilr. William Pi'lm-ti'- j.

Thtf four eim trees still standing
i!:cru mark its course, two of them
bfin?'on or.e sida of the road and two
on tho other. From this point the road
ran down the hill into the present
Washington street. The land below
the old highway to the west was held
as common land and probably consid-- ;
ei-e- too steep" for building lots or for
the' laying out of highways. A foot-
way from the Leffingwell Inn at the
present Harland's corner followed ap-
proximately the lower road, or Town
street. This path, only six feet wide,
remained for almost one hundreo yearsa pentway, with gate and turnstile at
each end. Although a beautiful and
romantic way by daylight, and one fre-
quented by the teamsters In tne sum-
mer on account of Its grateful shade,
brave indeed must be he who would
venture to pass through after aightfall.
Miss Caulkins, in her Hiatory of Nor- -

tells u that an "adventurous

.. - - Vj "- "- 4- -'--
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them outside, under the watchful eye
of a sentinel. Tbe contract for the
hew church, whioii wasi built by John
Elderkin and Samuel liothrop, called
far a "gallery, and troueh to carry
the water from the roof." There is
ho description of this Fort meeting
house, but we may fotm acme ia of
Its appearance frem tho fact that in
1705 It was agreed "to clabosrd and
ehingle, when cla boards and shingles
are wpnttng, to repalre the staircase
and Btalres, to mend the plramid, and
to close the leanto roofs, where they
Join to the border of the meeting-
house." .

8 Captain Rene Grigitoh pre-
sented the church with a bell which is
supposed to have been broug-h- t by a
ba'nd of French exiles from Franc t
Oxford, Mass. Driven from Oxford by
the Indians, Captain Grignen brought
the bell t Norwich. A scaffolding was
built on the sidge west f the moating
heus. where the toll waa hung, and
Isaac Cleveland was engaged fr the
earn of Its. per year, "to ring the
4ell on publick day. aa at o'clock
In th evealng aa I customary." Five
ef the oldest anA mast res anted In-

habitant, were hoeen to teat th o.
pie according t rank, th seat being
divided Into eight tas, tha "snuar
pue" ranking first "In Dignity."

Thia chuech en th hill, teaidas be- -

" ' t
h 'tit

th erection of a grist mill Utt eom-wic- h, Andrew. grandaon ef CoL Joshua, andtion, to th flock , and herd owaed inr the house of worehloaervo aa i
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